Megan M. Davis, Ph.D.
Department of Psychology, University of Kentucky
email: megan.m.davis@uky.edu
Psychology License (North Carolina): 6723

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS

2025 — present Assistant Professor
Department of Psychology
University of Kentucky
2021 —-2025 Postdoctoral Fellow

Department of Psychology and Neuroscience
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

EDUCATION AND TRAINING

2020 —2021 Predoctoral Psychology Internship
The Charleston Consortium
Medical University of South Carolina

2014 - 2021 Ph.D., Clinical-Community Psychology
University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign
Dissertation Committee: Karen Rudolph, Wendy Heller, Eva Telzer, Benjamin
Hankin, Howard Berenbaum

2014 -2017 M.A., Psychology
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Thesis Committee: Karen Rudolph, Wendy Heller

2008 — 2012 B.A. with Honors, Psychology (Minor: Biology)
University of Chicago
Advisor: Joshua Correll

FUNDING

2023 — 2026 F32MH132259

Ruth L. Kirschstein Postdoctoral National Research Service Award
National Institute of Mental Health
Total Costs: $210,969

2023 —-2025 L30MH134325
Loan Repayment Program Award
National Institute of Mental Health
Total Costs: $76,651

2019 — 2020 Dissertation Completion Fellowship
Graduate College, University of [llinois at Urbana-Champaign
Total Costs: $20,000

HONORS AND AWARDS

2021 T32MHO018869 (awarded but declined)
Basic & Translational Research Training in Traumatic Stress Across the Lifespan
Medical University of South Carolina
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2019 Sandra Goss Lucas Award for Excellence Teaching Introductory Psychology
Psychology Department, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
2019 Conference Travel Award
Graduate College, University of [llinois at Urbana-Champaign
2018 Ed Scheiderer Memorial Research Award
Psychology Department, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
2016 — 2020 List of Teachers Ranked as Excellent by Their Students (7 semesters)
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
2015 Honorable Mention, Graduate Research Fellowship Program
National Science Foundation
2011 Travel Grant for Conference Presentation
Psychology Department, University of Chicago
2008 — 2012 Dean’s List for Academic Excellence
University of Chicago
PUBLICATIONS

Davis, M. M., Achterberg, M., Haughey, C., Boda, S., Lempres, S. M., Carpenter, K. L. H., Egger, H. L.,
Copeland, W. E., & Sheridan, M A., (2025). Neural Sensitivity to Social Feedback and Peer
Context: Implications for Adolescent Mental Health. In-principal accepted registered report,
Biological Psychiatry: Global Open Science.

Davis, M. M., Woodburn, M., Nugiel, T., Tate, M., Asciutto, W., Rakesh, D., Cohen, J. R., & Sheridan,
M. A., (2025). Longitudinal associations between birth-to-six cortical growth and childhood
neurocognitive function. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 122(22), ¢2418176122.

Clapham, R. B., Kim, Y., Davis, M. M., Modi, H. H., Skymba, H. V., Telzer, E. H., Rudolph, K. D.,
(2025). Differential susceptibility to friendship quality: The role of need for approval. Social
Development, 34(3), €12807.

Rudolph, K. D., Davis, M. M., Modi, H. H., Skymba, H. V., Finnegan, M., Haigler, K., Clapham, R., Ye,
Z., Dodson, J., & Telzer, E. H. (2025). Trade-offs of neural sensitivity to interpersonal stress in
adolescent girls: The mediating role of loneliness. Social Cognitive and Affective Neuroscience,
20(1), nsaf048.

Navarro, E., Davis, M. M., Martin, S., Butler, L., Egger, H., Carpenter, K. L. H., Copeland, W. E.,
Sheridan, M. A. (2024). Pathways to health: A longitudinal examination of protective factors in
children with and without preschool anxiety. Development and Psychopathology, 37(3), 1584-1592.

Davis, M. M., Modi, H. H., Skymba, H. V., Haigler, K., Finnegan, M. K., Telzer, E. H., Rudolph, K. R.
(2024). Neural sensitivity to peer feedback and depressive symptoms: Moderation by executive
function. Developmental Psychobiology, 66(6), €22515.

Skymba, H. V., Graham, C. N., Modi, H. H., Davis, M. M., Troop-Gordon, W., Heller, W., & Rudolph,
K. D. (2024). Fixed trait emotion mindsets and emotion regulation self-efficacy: Moderation by
emotional competence and gender. Merrill Palmer Quarterly, A Peer Relations Journal, 70(2), 249-
267.

i)avis, M. M., Navarro, E., Carpenter, K. L. H., Copeland, W. E., Small, B., Egger, H. L., & Sheridan, M.
A. (2024). Early life adversity and psychopathology in preschoolers: Mechanisms and moderators.
European Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, 33(6), 1945-1954.
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Davis, M. M., Surabhi, D. M., Telzer, E. H., & Rudolph, K. D. (2023). Risk for depressive symptoms
among adolescents with a history of adversity: Unique role of stress appraisals. Child Psychiatry and
Human Development, 56, 166-176.

Modi, H. H., Davis, M. M., Troop-Gordon, W., Telzer, E. H., & Rudolph, K. D. (2023). Need for
approval and antisocial behavior predict adolescent girls' cognitive control in the context of
socioemotional cues. Child Development, 94(2), 529-543.

Davis, M. M., Modi, H. H., Skymba, H. V., Finnegan, M. K., Haigler, K., Telzer, E. H., & Rudolph, K.
D. (2023). Thumbs up or thumbs down: Neural processing of social feedback and links to social
motivation in adolescent girls. Social Cognitive and Affective Neuroscience, 18(1), nsac055.

Huggins, A. A., McTeague, L. M., Davis, M. M., Bustos, N., Crum, K. 1., Polcyn, R., ... & Danielson, C.
K. (2022). Neighborhood disadvantage associated with blunted amygdala reactivity to predictable and

unpredictable threat in a community sample of youth. Biological Psychiatry Global Open Science,
2(3), 242-252.

Rudolph, K. D., Skymba, H. V., Modi, H. H., Davis, M. M., & Sze, W. Y. (2022). Biological embedding
of peer experiences: The contribution of peer adversity to stress regulation. In P. A. C van Lier, & K.
D. Deckard (Eds.), Biosocial interplay in elementary school: Pathways toward maladaptation in
young children (pp. 111 — 151). Springer.

Skymba, H. V., Troop-Gordon, W., Modi, H. H., Davis, M. M., Weldon, A. L., Xia, Y., Heller, W., &
Rudolph, K. D. (2022). Emotion mindsets and depressive symptoms in adolescence: The role of
emotion regulation competence. Emotion, 22(6), 1255-1269.

Rudolph, K. D., Davis, M. M., Skymba, H. V., Modi, H. H., Telzer, E. H. (2021). Social experience
calibrates neural sensitivity to social feedback during adolescence: A functional connectivity
approach. Developmental Cognitive Neuroscience, 47, 100903,

Rudolph, K. D., Skymba, H. S., Modi, H. H., Davis, M. M., Sze, W. Y., Rosswurm, C. P., & Telzer, E.
H. (2021). How does peer adversity “Get inside the brain?”” Adolescent girls’ differential
susceptibility to neural dysregulation of emotion following victimization. Developmental
Psychobiology, 63(3), 481-495.

Modi, H. H. Davis, M. M., Miernicki, M. E., Telzer, E. H., & Rudolph, K. R. (2020). Maternal
antecedents to adolescent girls’ neural regulation of emotion. Journal of Research on Adolescence,
30(3), 581-598.

Davis, M. M., Miernicki, M. E., Telzer, E. H., & Rudolph, K. D. (2019). The contribution of childhood
negative emotionality and cognitive control to anxiety-linked neural dysregulation of emotion in
adolescence. Journal of Abnormal Child Psychology, 47(3), 515-527.

Telzer, E. H., Fowler, C., Davis, M. M., & Rudolph, K. D. (2019). Hungry for inclusion: Exposure to
peer victimization and heightened social monitoring in adolescent girls. Development and
Psychopathology, 1-14.

Davis, M. M., Modi, H. M., & Rudolph, K. D. (2018). Sex, gender and emotion. In S. Hupp & J. Jewell
(Eds.), The encyclopedia of child and adolescent development. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley.

Rudolph, K. D., Davis, M. M., Modi, H. H., Fowler, C., Kim, Y., & Telzer, E. H. (2018). Differential
susceptibility to parenting in adolescent girls: Moderation by neural sensitivity to social cues. Journal
of Research on Adolescence, 30, 177-191.

Cohen, J. R., Andrews, A. R., Davis, M. M., & Rudolph, K. D. (2017). Anxiety and depression during
childhood and adolescence: Testing theoretical models of continuity and discontinuity. Journal of
Abnormal Child Psychology, 46(6), 1295-1308.
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Rudolph, K. D., Davis, M. M., & Monti, J. D. (2017). Cognition-emotion interaction as a predictor of
adolescent depressive symptoms. Developmental Psychology, 53(12), 2377-2383.

Davis, M. M., Hudson, S. M., Ma, D. S., & Correll, J. (2016). Childhood contact predicts hemispheric
asymmetry in cross-race face processing. Psychonomic Bulletin and Review, 23(3), 824-830.

Jarcho, J. M., Davis, M. M., Shechner, T., Degnan, K. A., Henderson, H. A., Stoddard, J., Fox, N. A.,
Leibenluft, E., Pine, D. S., & Nelson, E. E. (2016). Early-childhood social reticence predicts brain

function in preadolescent youths during distinct forms of peer evaluation. Psychological Science,
27(6), 821-835.

Rudolph, K. D., Miernicki, M. E., Troop-Gordon, W., Davis, M. M., & Telzer, E. H. (2016). Adding
insult to injury: Neural sensitivity to social exclusion is associated with internalizing symptoms in
chronically peer-victimized girls. Social Cognitive and Affective Neuroscience, 11(5), 829-842.

MANUSCRIPTS UNDER REVIEW

Davis, M. M., Achterberg, M., & Sheridan, M. A., (2024). Neural sensitivity to social feedback and
adaptations to changing social contexts in adolescence. Invited resubmission, Neuroscience and
Biobehavioral Reviews.

MANUSCRIPTS IN PREPARATION

Davis, M. M., Miller, A. B., Prinstein, M. J., Giletta, M., Hastings, P. D., Nock, M. K., Slavich, G. M.,
Rudolph, K. D., & Sheridan, M. A. (2024). Longitudinal changes in neural regulation of emotion
during early adolescence: Role of executive function. Manuscript in preparation.

INVITED TALKS

Davis, M. M. (2024). Adversity, peer experience, and neural sensitivity to social-emotional information:
Implications for adolescent mental health. Invited talk, University of North Carolina Clinical
Psychology program, Chapel Hill, NC.

Davis, M. M. (2023). Social processing in youth and risk for internalizing psychopathology. Invited
lecture, Duke University Psychiatry Residency, Durham, NC.

Davis, M. M. (2023). Neural sensitivity to social context: Implications for adolescent mental health.
Invited seminar, Erasmus University Youth & Family Research group, Rotterdam, The Netherlands.

Davis, M. M. (2023). Adversity-linked sensitivity to social-emotional information: Implications for
psychopathology and social functioning across development. Invited talk, University of North
Carolina Developmental Psychology program, Chapel Hill, NC.

Weldon, A. E. & Davis, M. M. (2016). Mindfulness for students and teachers. Invited teacher training,
Urbana High School, Urbana, IL.

Davis, M. M., Miernicki, M. E., Telzer, E. H., & Rudolph, K. D. (2015). Childhood negative
emotionality and anxiety-linked neural dysregulation of emotion in adolescence: Moderation by
cognitive control. Invited talk, University of Illinois Social Development Consortium, Urbana, IL.

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

* denotes mentee

Haughey, C.*, Lempres, S. M.*, Davis, M. M., Copeland, W.E., Egger, H. L., Carpenter, K. L. H.,
Sheridan, M. A. (2024). Integrating unpredictability, threat, and deprivation as early life risk factors



Megan M Davis 5

for adolescent psychopathology. Poster presented at the Society for Research on Adolescence,
Chicago, IL.

Taté, M.*, Cascone, A., Woodburn, M., Atkinson, R., Asciutto, W., Nugiel, T., Davis, M. M., Lin, W.,
Cohen, J. R., Sheridan, M. A. (2024). Measuring brain iron variations in the basal ganglia upon
anticipation of reward in the pre-adolescent brain: A fMRI study. Poster presented at the Society for
Research on Adolescence, Chicago, IL.

Davis, M. M., Woodburn, M., Nugiel, T., Rakesh, D., Tate, M., Asciutto, W., Lin, W., Cohen, J. R., &
Sheridan, M. A., (2023). Trajectories of early postnatal cortical thickness development and
associations with executive function in late-childhood. Poster presented at the Flux Society
conference, Santa Rosa, CA.

Lempres, S. M.*, Davis, M. M., Carolus, A., Redic, M., Martin, S., Carpenter, K. L. H., Copeland, W. E.,
Egger, H., Achterberg, M., & Sheridan, M. A. (2023). Impact of early adversity on adolescent neural
processes and reactive aggression in the Social Network of Aggression Task. Poster presented at the
Flux Society conference, Santa Rosa, CA.

Davis, M. M., Modi. H. H., Skymba, H. V., Telzer, E. H., Rudolph, K. D. (2023). Neural sensitivity to
social evaluation and risk for anxiety symptoms: Moderating role of cognitive control. Talk presented
at the Society for Research on Adolescence, San Diego, CA.

Davis, M. M., Modi, H. H., Skymba, H. V., Finnegan, M. K., Haigler, K., Dodson, J., Ye, Z., Clapham,
R., Telzer, E. H., & Rudolph, K. D. (2023). Differential susceptibility to interpersonal stress in
adolescent girls: Contribution of neural sensitivity to social evaluation. Talk presented at the Society
for Research on Child Development, Salt Lake City, UT.

Taté, M.*, Woodburn, M., Asciutto, W., Varghese, A., Nugiel, T., Davis, M. M., Cohen, J. R., &
Sheridan, M. A. (2023). Reward processing and internalizing psychopathology in the pre-adolescent
brain: A fMRI study. Poster presented at the Society for Research on Child Development, Salt Lake
City, UT.

Davis, M. M., Modi, H. H., Skymba, H. V., Telzer, E. H., & Rudolph, K. D. (2022). Neural sensitivity to
peer feedback and depressive symptoms: Moderation by executive function. Poster presented at Flux
Society conference, Paris, France.

Davis, M. M., Joseph, J. E., Huggins, A. A., McTeague, L. M., Bustos, N., & Danielson, C. K., (2022).
Peer victimization and neural reactivity to threat: Moderation by parent involvement. Poster presented
at the Society for Research on Adolescence conference, New Orleans, LA.

Clapham, R. B., Modi, H. H., Skymba, H. V., Ye, Z., Haigler, K., Davis, M. M., Telzer, E. H., &
Rudolph, K. D. (2022). Need for approval moderates the association between brooding and suicide
ideation. Poster presented at the Society for Research on Adolescence conference, New Orleans, LA.

Modi, H. H., Davis, M. M., Troop-Gordon, W., Telzer, E. H., & Rudolph, K. D. (2022). Need for
approval and antisocial behavior predict adolescent girls’ cognitive control in the context of
socioemotional cues. Poster presented at the Society for Research on Adolescence conference, New
Orleans, LA.

Skymba, H.V., Modi, H.H., Davis, M.M., Heller, W., & Rudolph, K.D. (2022). Associations between
executive functions in daily life and emotion regulation in late adolescence. Poster presented at the
Society for Research on Adolescence conference, New Orleans, LA.

Graham, C., Skymba, H., Rudolph, K., Davis, M. M., Troop-Gordon, W., Sze, W., Modi, H., Heller, W.
(2021). Emotion mindsets and emotion regulation self-efficacy in late adolescence: Moderation by
emotional functioning and gender. Poster presented at the Society for Research on Child
Development virtual conference.
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Davis, M. M., Surabhi, D. M., Telzer, E. H., & Rudolph, K. D. (2020). Appraisals of recent stressors
moderate the effect of lifetime social adversity on depressive symptoms in adolescence. Poster
accepted at the Society for Research on Adolescence conference, San Diego, CA.

Skymba, H.V., Rudolph, K. D., Modi, H. H., Davis, M. M., Yan Sze, W., Rosswurm, C., Telzer, E. H.
(2020). How does peer adversity “get inside the brain?”” Adolescent girls’ differential susceptibility to
neural dysregulation of emotion. Oral presentation accepted at the Society for Research in
Adolescence conference, San Diego, CA.

Davis, M.M., Modi, H. H., Kim, Y. K., Miernicki, M. E., Telzer, E. H., & Rudolph, K. D. (2019).
Thumbs up or thumbs down: Neural sensitivity to positive and negative social feedback in adolescent
girls. Poster presented at the Society for Research in Child Development conference, Baltimore, MD.

Goodwin, G. J., Modi, H. H., Skymba, H. V., Davis, M. M., Weldon, A. L., Heller, W., Rudolph, K. D.
(2019). Fixed emotion mindsets contribute to gender differences in internalizing symptoms. Poster
presented at the Society for Research in Psychopathology conference, Buffalo, NY.

Skymba, H. V., Davis, M. M., Modi, H. H., Weldon, A., Troop-Gordon, W., Heller, W., & Rudolph, K.
R. (2019). Linking Emotion Mindsets and Depressive Symptoms in Adolescence: The Role of
Emotion Regulation and Dysregulation. Poster presented at the Society for Research in Child
Development conference, Baltimore, MD.

Cohen, J. R., Andrews, A. R., Davis, M. M., & Rudolph, K. D. (2018). Discontinuous Trajectories of
Anxiety and Depression: Expressions of Internalizing Distress during the Adolescent Transition. Talk
presented at the Society for Research on Adolescence conference, Minneapolis, MN.

Davis, M.M., Miernicki, M. E., Telzer, E. H., & Rudolph, K. D. (2018). Effects of Childhood Negative
Emotionality and Cognitive Control on Anxiety-linked Neural Dysregulation of Emotion in
Adolescence. Poster presented at the Society for Research on Adolescence conference, Minneapolis,
MN.

Kim, Y. Y., Davis, M. M., Modi, H. M., Miernicki, M. E., Telzer, E. H., & Rudolph, K. D. (2018).
Differential Susceptibility to Friendship Quality: The Role of Need for Approval. Poster presented at
the Society for Research on Adolescence conference, Minneapolis, MN.

Modi, H. M., Davis, M. M., Miernicki, M. E., Telzer, E. H., & Rudolph, K. D. (2018). Maternal
Antecedents to Adolescents’ Neuroregulation of Emotion. Poster presented at the Society for
Research on Adolescence conference, Minneapolis, MN.

Telzer, E. H., Fowler, C., Davis, M. M., Rudolph, K. D. (2018). Childhood Victimization Heightens
Neural Vigilance to Peer Belonging and Subsequent Internalizing Symptoms in Adolescence. Talk
presented at the Society for Research on Adolescence conference, Minneapolis, MN.

Davis, M. M., Miernicki, M. E., Telzer, E. H., & Rudolph, K. D. (2016). Temperamental Differences in
Childhood Predict Depression-linked Neural Processing of Emotion in Adolescence. Poster presented
at the Neuroscience of Youth Depression conference, Chapel Hill, NC.

Jarcho, J. M., Davis, M. M., Fox, N. A., Leibenluft, E., Pine, D. S., & Nelson, E. E. (2015). Childhood
Social Reticence Predicts Dysregulated Brain Function During Anticipated Social Evaluation in
Adolescence. Talk presented at the Society for Research in Child Development, Philadelphia, PA.

Sharp, P.B., Menon, S., Khan, F., Davis, M. M., Weldon, A., Sutton, B.P., & Heller, W. (2015). Trait
Negative Affect in Childhood: Neural Mechanisms and Mindfulness Training. Poster presented at the
Society for Research in Psychopathology conference, New Orleans, LA.
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Jarcho, J. M., Davis, M.

M., Fox, N. A., Leibenluft, E., Pine, D. S., & Nelson, E. E. (2014). Peer

Reputation Influences Neural Engagement during Anticipated Social Evaluation in Adolescents. Talk
presented at the Society for Research in Adolescence, Austin, TX.

Davis, M. M., Ma, D. S

., Khetarpal, N., & Correll, J. (2011). Hemispheric Asymmetries in

Discriminating between and within Racial Categories. Poster presented at the Midwestern
Psychological Association conference, Chicago, IL.

Ma, D. S., Khetarpal, N.

, Correll, J., & Davis, M. M. (2011). Hemispheric Brain Asymmetries in

Discriminating between and within Categories. Talk presented at the Society for Personality and
Social Psychology conference, San Antonio, TX.

AD-HOC REVIEWER

Biological Psychiatry
BMC Psychiatry

Child Development
Cognitive Neuroscience

Developmental Cognitive Neuroscience
Human Brain Mapping

Journal of Cognition and Development
Journal of Research on Adolescence

Development and Psychopathology Research on Child and Adolescent Psychopathology

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

American Psychological Association Society for Research on Adolescence

Flux Society

Society for Research on Child Development

Society of Biological Psychiatry

SERVICE AND LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE

2023

2022 — present

2022 — present

Dissertation Award Selection Committee
Flux Society 2023 annual conference

Justice, Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion Committee on Climate & Inclusion
Department of Psychology and Neuroscience, University of North Carolina

Peer Mentorship & Lab Design Teams
CIRCLE Lab, University of North Carolina

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

2021 — present

2020 - 2021
2014 — 2020
2012 -2014

Postdoctoral fellow
Department of Psychology and Neuroscience, University of North Carolina
Mentor: Margaret Sheridan, Ph.D.

Clinical intern researcher
National Crime Victims Center, Medical University of South Carolina
Research preceptor: Carla Kmett Danielson, Ph.D.

Graduate research assistant
Department of Psychology, University of Illinois
Advisors: Karen Rudolph, Ph.D., Wendy Heller, Ph.D.

Post-baccalaureate research assistant
University of Maryland at College Park
National Institute of Mental Health

Advisors: Nathan Fox, Ph.D., Daniel Pine, M.D.
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2009 - 2012

COURSES TAUGHT

Undergraduate research assistant
Department of Psychology, University of Chicago
Advisor: Joshua Correll, Ph.D.

2025

2018 -2019

2015 -2018

2017

2014 - 2015

Child Psychopathology
Instructor of Record (20 students)

Clinical Psychology Laboratory Class (2 semesters)
Laboratory Instructor (50 students)

Introductory Psychology (5 semesters)
Instructor of Record (90 students)

Developmental Psychology Laboratory Class
Laboratory Instructor (25 students)

Introductory Psychology (2 semesters)
Teaching Assistant (250 students)

CLINICAL EXPERIENCE

2021

2020

2019 -2020

2018 —2019

2018

2016 —2018

2015 -2016

SKILLS

Intern, Center for Drug and Alcohol Problems

Medical University of South Carolina

Modalities: CBT for substance use, Concurrent Treatment of PTSD and
Substance Use Disorders Using Prolonged Exposure (COPE)

Intern, National Crime Victims Research and Treatment Center

Medical University of South Carolina

Modalities: Cognitive Processing Therapy (CPT), Prolonged Exposure (PE),
telehealth trauma-focused CBT (TF-CBT)

Extern, Inpatient Youth and Adult Clinic
Pavilion Behavioral Health System
Modalities: CBT, DBT, substance use skills groups

Autism Practicum Clinician, Autism Clinic
University of lllinois Psychological Services Center
Assessments: ADOS-2, KSADS, MINI

Neuropsychology Practicum Clinician, Neuropsychological Assessment Clinic
University of lllinois Psychological Services Center
Assessments: WISC, WIJ-ACH, DKEFS

Clinician and Peer Supervisor, Childhood Adversity & Resiliency Services
University of lllinois Psychological Services Center
Modalities: Behavioral Activation, CBT, Contingency Management, TF-CBT

Practicum Clinician, Mindfulness-based Cognitive Therapy Clinic
University of lllinois Psychological Services Center
Modalities: MBCT (adults), MBCT in schools (3™ — 12 graders)

Methodological: AFNI, E-prime, FSL, Matlab, R, SPM, SPSS
Quantitative: Growth Curve Modeling, Hierarchical Linear Modeling, Structural Equation Modeling



